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Educational Linguistics

• “Those parts of linguistics directly relevant to 
educational matters and those parts of education 
concerned with language” (Spolsky, 2008, p.2).

• ELLs learn language at the same time as they learn 
subject matter through language.

• Proficiency in a new language does not equate to their 
cognition or their subject knowledge.

• Language mediates learning in schools (PLK).

So: How can teachers support ELLs in mainstream classes?



What do teachers need to know?
Pedagogical language knowledge (Bunch, 2013) 

“Knowledge of language directly related to disciplinary 
teaching and learning and situated in the particular 
(and multiple) contexts in which teaching and learning 
take place” (p.307). 
Demonstrated when teachers :
• analyse linguistic features of subject texts
• integrate genre-based pedagogies with critical 

language awareness
• use sociocultural approaches such as apprenticing 

ELLs into academic practices. 



Overview

• Who are the ELLs in our classes? (How 
do we know?)

• What makes a text demanding for ELL 
students? (analysing linguistic features 
of subject texts).

• How might we support-up our ELL 
learners? (Apprenticing strategies) 
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Learning Intentions

• We can recognise the ELLs in our classes. 

• We can identify challenging linguistic 
features of subject texts.

• We can design interactive tasks to support-
up our ELL learners.

• We can list at least three purpose-designed 
resources for ELLs.



Who are the language learners in your 
classes?

• NZ born students of migrant parents

• Migrants or refugee emergent bilinguals

• International students

• How do you know?

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-
needs/Professional-support-for-teachers-and-teacher-aides/English-
Language-Learning-Progressions
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https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Professional-support-for-teachers-and-teacher-aides/English-Language-Learning-Progressions


English language learning progressions



What makes a text demanding for 
primary ELL students? 

The Ukelele Maker.



English Language Learning Progressions 
(ELLP): The reading matrix



The Ukelele Maker

JJ58-The Ukulele Maker.pdf


What are the text demands and 
affordances? The Ukelele Maker

What jumps out at you from this text?

• Genre/s?

• Syntax?

• Vocabulary?

• Topic development?

• Illustrations?



How can we support-up EALs to read 
this?

What teaching activities might engage EBs?
• Concrete/experiential
• Sequencing pictures &/or text &/or individuals
• Concept map
• Summary (disappearing cloze)

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-
my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-
teaching-strategies
`

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies


What makes a text demanding for 
secondary ELL students? Mutations.



English Language Learning Progressions 
(ELLP): The reading matrix



How might we support-up our EAL 
learners? Text 2



How can we support-up EALs?

• Anticipatory guide
• Three level guide
• Dictogloss
• Verb mapping
• Pronoun mapping

https://esolonline.tki.or
g.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-
planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies


How might we support-up our EAL 
learners? Ministry resources.



https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning


Success criteria

• We can recognise the ELLs in our classes

• We can identify challenging linguistic 
features of subject texts

• We can design interactive tasks to support-
up our ELL learners.

• We can list at least three purpose-designed 
resources for ELLs.
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