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Our kaupapa, 
philosophy

• Te Tiriti o Waitangi is important 

for all of us living in Aotearoa.

• Māori who signed Te Tiriti 

allowed for newcomers to come 

and settle here. 

• It can be called NZ’s “first 

immigration document” (Tariana Turia)

• We can call ourselves tangata 

tiriti - treaty people

• So we need to understand the 

agreement and how we can 

honour it today.



About Tangata Tiriti – Treaty People
www.treatypeople.org



Our work - workshops
• Workshops for organisations 

• Workshops for communities, including in 

up to 25 community languages

• Facilitator training





Our work - resources• Educational activities

• Books and resources

• Tiriti information in 
many languages

• Free downloads 
www.treatypeople.org





Outline for today 
1. Why do our participants enjoy learning 

about Te Tiriti o Waitangi?

2. Learning philosophies for our activity-based 

approach to teaching about Te Tiriti 

3. Sampling typical activities with you

4. Brainstorming how these could be adapted 

for ESOL needs



Why is Te Tiriti important?
Why do our participants enjoy 

learning about Te Tiriti o Waitangi?



What is included in learning 
about Te Tiriti o Waitangi?

Belonging through Te Tiriti

Aotearoa NZ history

How it relates to my life / work

What was agreed in Te Tiriti



Our connection to Aotearoa is as

Tangata Whenua
&

Tangata Tiriti

= people of the land (Māori)

= people of the Treaty  (non-Māori)

We are ALL a part of the 
Tiriti relationship today



Where our ancestors are from
Connecting each of us to 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi



Mapping where our ancestors are 
from



Important for settling in

• Students and learners want to be 
knowledgeable about NZ society

• Want to feel part of the country we 
now call ‘home’

• Want to understand what children are 
learning at school



In the workplace

• Treaty knowledge is Important for jobs 
in public sector, environment, health, 
education, social services

• Understand Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
obligations and policies

• Funding criteria, e.g. related to 
responsiveness to Māori



Understand issues in the 
media
• Waitangi Day events

• Treaty of Waitangi settlements 

• Political events & social movements 

• Māori representation on local boards & 
Councils

• Balance the negative portrayal of Māori 
issues (See Kupu Taea research project)



Our learning philosophies 
for teaching about a topic of social 

interest



Learning philosophies for 
Tiriti learning

• based on second language 
learning  - builds on easy to 
understand vocabulary
encourage adult learners to 
speak/translate in their own 
languages

• evaluate new world views
• compare with existing world 

views



Peoples of Aotearoa

treatypeople.org/download

YouTube.com/treatypeople



What is included in learning 
about Te Tiriti o Waitangi?



Useful for ESOL learners -

• Easy to understand vocabulary  - in 
English & te reo Maaori

• Plain language 

• Images and experiential activities can 
be discussed in own languages

• Key resources translated into 25 
community languages 

• Videos in community languages, 
English subtitles for younger viewers



Tiriti information on YouTube

YouTube.com/treatypeople



Trading cards activity
Exploring the relationship between 

Māori and newcomers before the Treaty





Instructions for Trading 
Cards group  activity

• Here is your picture card - it is different 
from most of the other cards

• Please talk to each person in the room 
with a different card to you 

• Show them your picture, and read out 
the information

• Listen to their information

• Find the next person



The Declaration of 
Independence role play 

The context of the treaty 







Resources for teachers
Activities and links on 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi



The Easy Read book about the 
Treaty of Waitangi

• Educational activities

• Books and resources

• Information in many 

languages

• In accessible ‘easy read’ format

• Get one for your library!

• Available to buy from Best Little Bookstore 

• @ www.thebestlittlebookstore.nz with bulk discount for 10 copies





treatypeople.org/easyread



treatypeople.org/easyread



Download Tangata Tiriti 
activities

treatypeople.org/download



• Summary of Te Tiriti

• Comparing texts

• Poster / handouts

Tiriti information in many 
languages

treatypeople.org/language
s



• Direct downloads

• Order printed packs

• More languages to come!

Tiriti information in many 
languages

treatypeople.org/language
s



Support for teachers
facebook.com/treatypeople



Brainstorm how you can use 
or adapt these resources in 

your TESOL teaching 

Please work together as you 
choose 



Find us online:

treatypeople@gmail.com

www.treatypeople.org

www.facebook.com/treatypeople

www.YouTube.com/treatypeople
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